
 
1 

THE SONG OF THE EXILES 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions 

13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 

    he shall be high and lifted up, 

    and shall be exalted. 

14 As many were astonished at you— 

    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, 

    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 

15 so shall he sprinkle many nations; 

    kings shall shut their mouths because of him; 

for that which has not been told them they see, 

    and that which they have not heard they understand. 

53 Who has believed what he has heard from us? 

    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

    and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

    and no beauty that we should desire him. 

3 He was despised and rejected by men; 

    a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

4 Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

APRIL 3, 2015 

GOOD FRIDAY 



 
2 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 

6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

    so he opened not his mouth. 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

    and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

    stricken for the transgression of my people? 

9 And they made his grave with the wicked 

    and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 

    he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 

    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 

11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

    make many to be accounted righteous, 

    and he shall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 
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    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Recently, I have discovered a new band that I like. I mean, I like their music. The band 

is Best Coast. They’re from California, and they have really captured the old surfer rock 

sound of the 1950’s and ‘60s. They have definitely been listening to the Beach Boys. 

Even the themes in their songs are the same themes sung about back then: sailboats, 

going to the beach, and sitting by the phone pining away while you wait for your 

boyfriend to call. Yes, the band Best Coast sings about boys and girls breaking each 

other’s hearts. It has brought back the sounds of “It’s my party, and I can cry if I want 

to.”  

 

Well, back when It’s My Party was popular, I was learning songs like Jesus Loves Me, 

This I Know, I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb, and Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus. 

 

Learning those Jesus songs was important. The songs that we sing play a part in 

shaping and molding who we are. Learning those Jesus songs helped us to speak not 

just of God but to speak specifically of Jesus.  That is very important, because we 

cannot believe in God, we cannot have a relationship with God, and we can’t even 

talk about God apart from Jesus. Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus: what a great old song that 

still is! 

 

Well, during this season of Lent at Immanuel we have been revisiting some old songs, 

songs sung by the Lord to His people in exile. What kind of songs? Jesus songs. 

They are called the Servant Songs of Isaiah. They are about the Servant, Jesus. And 

today we come to the fourth and last of these Servant Songs, the one in Isaiah 

chapters 52 and 53. The song that begins by saying that Jesus had it all. “See, My 

Servant will act wisely; He will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.” (Isaiah 52:13)  
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Isaiah describes only one other as raised and lifted up. That is God Himself. In Isaiah 6:1, 

Isaiah says, “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne high 

and lifted up.” Jesus and God are one and the same. As Jesus would say later: “I and 

the Father are one.” (John 10:30) So, this Servant Jesus had it all. 

 

He would need it all. For He was sent to be lifted up on a cross, in order to sprinkle 

many nations. In that process, His appearance would be “disfigured beyond that of 

any man, His form marred beyond human likeness.” (Isaiah 52:14) He would go 

through that for His people Israel. The words of this song were originally intended for 

God’s people living in exile in Babylon.  

 

At that time they would not feel much like singing. “How can we sing the songs of Zion 

while in a foreign land?” they asked. They may have felt sorry for themselves, like the 

boy or girl pining away beside the phone, waiting for their boyfriend or girlfriend to 

call. Begging ignorance. “I don’t know what I did to make him so angry. I don’t know 

what I did to hurt his feelings.” Israel may have begged ignorance, but it was their own 

sins that had landed them in exile. 

 

We see the same begging of ignorance around the table at the Last Supper. Jesus 

told them that one of them; one of the Twelve would betray Him. And all of them 

acted as if that were not possible. “Surely not I,” they said in chorus. “What have I ever 

done to you?” they were thinking. Surely their thinking became a little clearer on that 

matter by the next morning. But at that moment all they were was saddened. 

Saddened that Jesus would accuse them of such a thing? Saddened that Jesus would 

think them capable of such a thing? Feeling sorry for themselves, like the boy or girl 

pining away beside the phone.  

 

We, too, can feel sorry for ourselves when confronted with our sins. We can beg 

ignorance. This thought is reflected in 53:1: “Who has believed our message?” And it 

continues farther down in the words, “Yet, we considered Him stricken by God, smitten 

by God, and afflicted.”  
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It is a confession of ignorance. How did the Servant’s appearance become so 

disfigured? How did His face become so marred? What does that have to do with us? 

What does that have to do with our thoughts, our words, our deeds? What did we ever 

do to Him? But it is sin that puts us also in exile, exile from God, separated from God. 

We are in exile. To deal with our sins and our begging ignorance of them, the Servant 

would need it all.  

 

And He had it all. 

And then He gave it all.  

 

This Servant Song continues with the lyrics: “But He was pierced for our transgressions, 

crushed for our iniquities, punished to bring us peace, led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

cut off from the land of the living, assigned a grave with the wicked.” (Isaiah 53:5-9) 

That’s why His appearance was disfigured beyond that of any man. This Servant gave 

it all. 

 

The Servant of this song delivers it all, too. As the Lord God sings near the end of this 

song: “By His knowledge My righteous Servant will justify many.” (53:11) The Servant 

Jesus delivered what the exiles needed and what the Twelve needed and what we 

need, more than anything: to be justified, to be made right with God, to be forgiven 

for our sins, to be promised return from exile, return to the heart of God, and someday 

return to the glorious presence of God. 

 

This opens our mouths to make Jesus’ song our song. This opens our mouths to sing and 

to proclaim: Jesus, I Will Ponder Now… Jesus, Refuge of the Weary… Jesus, Your Blood 

and Righteousness… Jesus, Remember Me… Jesus, Constant Be My Praises… Jesus, 

Jesus, Only Jesus 

 

Amen 

  


